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At nine o’clock of the morning of the 13th we pushed
from the shore; an hour was spent in getting us into proper
position with ropes and windlass; then our ship was taken
in tow by a steamer which is always ready in the harbor
for that purpose. At ten Oclock we moved off and bade fare-
well to Europe, perhaps forever for many of us. The
steamer pulled us out about two leagues when we were
given over to wind and waves. Seasickness took posses-
sion of most of us, and there was vomiting all around,
none of us could remain on our feet even those who es-
caped the sickness, because of the heavy rolling of theship
by the waves. So we sailed with variable winds until
‘Wednesday the 21st when there came a storm that drove
the sweat out of the pores of many of us. Although the dis-
tance from the ships rail to the surface of the water was at
least 16 feet and certainly the vessel reached a like number
of feet under the surface, yet the ship lay now on this,
now on the other side until the rail dipped into the water.
The storm ceased on the morning of the 22d; the wind was
completely still so that the ship made only two leagues
this day. On the 23d we made better progress and on the
24th yet better, but the 25th was for us again a day of ter-
ror; a storm arose in the night, which reigned the whole
following day with terrible madness. Many a one sobbed
Oh if I had only remained in my home. From the 24th
until the 26th Noon we were not allowed to make any fire,
neither for the grown or the little could anything warm be
cooked; those who had bought some food on land, cheese,
or crackers could get along, but I and many others must
fast, for the ships provisions seem contrived not entirely
to kill human beings yet to make them very sick; much of
it could not be eaten. The meat is all packed in barrels
and so much salted that we have to wash it many times
then parboil it and again throw the water away until it
was fresher, but even then it was hardly edible. We re-
ceive 24 lbs per week to each adult person; those under 12
years were reckoned two for one. Hard tack we have suf-
ficient but this is not a human food. The pigs that are kept



